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Political Science 2001: The United States in an Age of Globalization 

Baruch College, Spring Semester 2018 
Professor: Roseanne McManus 

 
 
Course Overview 

This course considers the United States in the context of globalization, a process of economic, political, and 
cultural integration among countries and individual actors within countries. The course examines how the 
United States affects the process of globalization as well as how globalization affects the United States.  The 
course will begin by covering background on the roots of US foreign policy and key events in US foreign policy 
prior to the current age of globalization.  Then we will discuss what globalization is and how the current era of 
globalization began.  The majority of the course will focus on specific challenges and opportunities raised for the 
United States in the era of globalization and how the US has responded to these. 
 
This is a hybrid course, which consists of approximately 50% online interaction and 50% in-person interaction.  
Every week, you will be required to (1) listen to and take notes on an online lecture up to 75 minutes long, (2) do 
the assigned readings, (3) make comments on the online discussion board about the lecture and readings, and 
(4) attend our one in-person meeting and participate in discussion.  Active engagement with both the online and 
in-person components of the course is essential for success. 
 
Learning Goals 

• Understand how US foreign policy has developed over time. 
• Analyze the causes of foreign policy challenges that the United States currently faces. 
• Compare the benefits and drawbacks of different US policy options in response to current challenges. 
• Debate the merits of arguments expressed in journalistic, academic, and policy articles. 
• Write an essay, gathering and assessing information from a variety of sources and making well-reasoned 

arguments to support your conclusions. 
 
Contact Information 

My email address is Roseanne.McManus@baruch.cuny.edu. I will usually respond to emails sent during normal 
business hours on the same day I receive them. I am also happy to talk with you in my office, by Skype, or after 
class. My office is 5-271 Vertical Campus. Please email me or see me after class in order to set up a time to visit 
my office or Skype.  
 

Course Grade Summary 

Grade Component % of Final Grade Date/Deadline 
Online discussion board participation 10 12 noon on the day before each class  

(see exceptions below in Weeks 1 and 14) 
Class participation and attendance 20 Each week in class 
Midterm exam 20 March 27 in class 
Essay 15 April 20, 12 noon 
Final Exam 20 TBD, date set by administration 
Revised Essay 15 May 24, 12 noon 
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Online Lectures:  Online lectures will be posted on Blackboard 5-6 days before our weekly in-person meetings.  
Lectures can be downloaded and listened to using Microsoft PowerPoint.  The lecture will typically be broken 
down into several different PowerPoint files because of the large size of the files.  Even though you can save the 
lectures on your computer, I recommend taking notes as you watch the lectures because this will help you 
remain focused and create a useful resource for studying for exams.  

Readings: To be clear, the required reading in this class is actually required.  All readings are on Blackboard.  The 
readings consist of journalism and scholarly articles.  Many of the readings express opinions.  The authors’ 
opinions do not always coincide with my opinion, nor do I expect them to always coincide with yours.  As part of 
our class discussions, I want you to critique the opinions expressed by the authors and identify strengths and 
weaknesses in their arguments. 

Online Discussion Board: In order to ensure that students are keeping up with the lectures and reading on a 
weekly basis and to provide a springboard for our in-person discussions, each student is required to post (1) one 
comment on the lecture, and (2) one comment on one of the assigned readings each week.  Your comment on 
lecture could be a response to one of the questions that I posed during the lecture or any other reaction to the 
content of the lecture.  Your comment on the reading could be a reaction to the opinion expressed by the 
author, a critique of how the author supports his or her argument, or any other reaction to the content of the 
reading.  You may also include questions about the lecture or reading within your comments, and I will respond 
to any questions at the next class meeting.  I have set up the discussion board so that you cannot see others’ 
comments until after you post your own. 

Comments should generally be 150-300 words long and should be posted under the appropriate topic on the 
Blackboard discussion board.  The deadline for posting comments is 12 noon on the day before class meets.  
Comments will be graded on a 10-point scale.  Most comments will receive 9-9.5 points.  Exceptionally good 
comments will receive 10 points.  Comments that do not reflect sufficient substantive knowledge of the assigned 
material or lack coherence or politeness will receive less than 9 points.  Late comments will be accepted 
between 12:01pm and 2:00pm for half credit, but comments submitted after 2:00pm will not receive any credit.  
You will receive two comment scores for each of the twelve weeks when we cover substantive material, one 
comment score for the first week, and four comment scores for our dialogue with the University of Amsterdam 
(see below). This means you will have 29 comment scores in total.  At the end of the semester, I will drop your 
lowest two comment scores from your average. 

Online Dialogue with Students at the University of Amsterdam: On May 7-May 14, we will engage in an online 
dialogue with students in a related class at the University of Amsterdam.  The purpose of this dialogue is to gain 
a more international perspective on issues related to globalization.  At approximately 12pm New York time 
(18:00 Amsterdam time) on May 7, discussion questions about globalization and its effects will be posted on an 
online discussion board (the exact platform is TBD; it will be different from Blackboard).  You are required to 
make an initial response to at least two of the questions by 9am New York time (15:00 Amsterdam time) on May 
10.  By 12pm New York time (18:00 Amsterdam time) on May 14, you are required to respond to at least two of 
the initial comments.  At least one of your responses should be to a student from the University of Amsterdam.  
I will include your participation in this activity in your Online Discussion Board grade.  Each of the four required 
comments (two initial comments and two responses) will count equally to one reading comment or one lecture 
comment and will be graded on the same scale. 

Class Participation and Attendance: For each class meeting, you will receive a score between 0 and 10. Students 
who make frequent and/or high-quality contributions to discussion will earn 9.5-10 points, students who make 
at least some contribution to discussion will earn 8.5-9 points, and students who are present but silent will earn 
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7.5 points. One or more points will be deducted from the score of students who come in late, leave early, step 
out during class, engage in side conversations, look at cellphones, or engage in other disrespectful behavior. 
Students will receive a 0 for each unexcused absence. Excused absences will be dropped from the course grade. 
To have an absence excused, you must contact me with a valid excuse within one week after the absence. I will 
determine the validity of excuses at my own discretion and may require documentation.  At the end of the 
semester, I will drop your lowest class participation score.  
 
Exams: The exams will be multiple-choice and cover the lectures, readings, and class discussions.  A study guide 
will be distributed approximately two weeks before each exam.  The midterm exam will be held on March 27 in 
class.  The final exam day and time will be set by the Baruch College administration.  A make-up exam will only 
be given if a student contacts me prior to the exam and provides a valid excuse with documentation.   
 
Possible Quizzes: If I find that class discussions are suffering because many students are not prepared, I reserve 
the right to administer short pop quizzes on the lecture and readings at the beginning of class.  If this option 
becomes necessary, the quizzes will also count toward your overall grade, and I will adjust the weights of the 
other grade components. 
 
Essay: You are required write to an essay of approximately 1,000 words (3-4 pages).  The essay questions you 
can choose among and the grading criteria are available in a separate document.  The essay will require you to 
bring together information from the lectures, the readings, and class discussions; evaluate different points of 
view; and build your own argument based on evidence. 
 
I will provide a grade and comments on the first version of your essay, and then you will have the opportunity to 
submit a revised version.  The grade on the revised version will not replace your original grade, but rather the 
grades for both versions will count equally in your overall course average.  If you are happy with your grade on 
the first version of the essay, you need not submit a revised version, and you will automatically receive the same 
grade on the revised version as on the first version.   
 
Essay Submission: Submit your essays in .doc or .docx format.  Essays must be submitted at www.turnitin.com. 
You can sign up using Class ID: 17044514 and Enrollment Key: McManus_S18.  Step-by-step instructions for 
signing up and submitting an assignment can be found at 
https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student/Student_QuickStart_Guide.  Points will be 
deducted from assignments not submitted in the correct manner or file format. If an unreadable file is 
submitted, the assignment will be considered late until the appropriate file is submitted. If your submission to 
Turn It In is successful, Turn It In will send you a confirmation email, which you should save as evidence of you 
submission. If you do not receive a confirmation email within 10 minutes of submission, please send your paper 
to me by email and explain the situation.  
 
Academic Misconduct: I take academic misconduct (cheating and plagiarism) very seriously and penalize 
it severely, with the maximum penalty being an automatic F in the class and an official report to the Office 
of the Dean of Students.  I will use Turn It In to check for plagiarism.  To avoid plagiarism, you must 
provide proper acknowledgement of other people’s work in your own written work.  Anytime you use 
someone else’s ideas or information that is not common knowledge in written work, it must be cited. 
Anytime you use someone else’s words, they must be in quotation marks and cited.  More details on 
proper citation methods will be covered in class, and questions may be directed to me. 
 
Extra Credit: There will be no extra credit opportunities. 

http://www.turnitin.com/
https://guides.turnitin.com/01_Manuals_and_Guides/Student/Student_QuickStart_Guide


 4 

Students with Disabilities: Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations should speak 
with me within the first two weeks of classes. If you have not already done so, you should also contact the Office 
of Services for Students with Disabilities.  

 
 
COURSE OUTLINE 
 
Note: I may add or subtract readings based on current events. Please watch for emails from me about this. 
 
Week 1: Course Overview and Introductions 
Intro video posted Jan 25 
No class meeting this week  
Comments due 12pm Feb 2 
(See special instructions sent 
by email and on Blackboard 
homepage.) 

Please carefully read (1) the syllabus and (2) the instructions for using 
Blackboard and accessing the online lectures. 

Week 2: US Foreign Policy through the Beginning of the Cold War 
Lecture posted Jan 25 
Comments due 12pm Feb 5 
Class meeting Feb 6 

• Schlesinger, Arthur, Jr. 1977. “America: Experiment or Destiny?”  American 
Heritage 28(4). 

• Truman, Harry S. 1947.  “Special Message to the Congress on Greece and 
Turkey: The Truman Doctrine.”  March 12. Read on Blackboard or listen at 
www.americanrhetoric. com/speeches/harrystrumantrumandoctrine.html. 

Week 3: The End of the Cold War and the Beginning of Globalization 
Lecture posted Feb 7 
Comments due 12pm Feb 12 
Class meeting Feb 13 
 

• Kaplan, Fred. 2004. “Ron and Mikhail’s Excellent Adventure: How Reagan 
Won the Cold War.”  Slate, Jun 9. 

• Nye, Joseph. 2010. “Who Caused the End of the Cold War?” Huffington 
Post, Mar 18. 

• Haas, Richard N. 2009. “Learning from the Cold War.” Council on Foreign 
Relations, Nov 27. 

• Friedman, Thomas.  1999.  The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding 
Globalization.  New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux.  Excerpt from Chapter 1. 

Note: We skip the week of February 14-20 because there is a Monday schedule on Tuesday, February 20. 
Week 4: Afghanistan and Iraq Wars 
Lecture posted by Feb 21 
Comments due 12pm Feb 26 
Class meeting Feb 27 

• Pillar, Paul R.  2006.  “Intelligence, Policy, and the War in Iraq.”  Foreign 
Affairs 85(2):15-27. 

• Hook, Steven W., and John Spanier.  2013.  American Foreign Policy since 
World War II.  19th ed.  Los Angeles: Sage. Excerpt from Iraq War chapter. 

• Sadat, Kosh, and Stan McChrystal. 2017. “Staying the Course in 
Afghanistan.” Foreign Affairs 96(6):2-8. 
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Week 5: Terrorism 
Lecture posted Feb 28 
Comments due 12pm Mar 5 
Class meeting Mar 6 
 

• Clarke, Colin P. 2017. “How ISIS Is Transforming: Why Predictions of Its 
Demise Are Premature.” ForeignAffairs.com, September 25. 

• Mazzetti, Mark, and Eric Schmitt. 2016. “In the Age of ISIS, Who’s a 
Terrorist, and Who’s Simply Deranged?” New York Times, July 17. 

• Swanson, Ana.  2015.  “Why Young People Become Jihadists, According to 
a Top Expert.” Washington Post, Dec 18. 

• Shane, Scott, Matt Apuzzo, and Eric Schmitt. 2015. “Online Embrace From 
ISIS, a Few Clicks Away.” New York Times, Dec 8. 

• Sterman, David. 2015. “Don’t Dismiss Poverty’s Role in Terrorism Yet.” 
Time, Feb 4. 

Week 6: US Responses to Terrorism 
Lecture posted Mar 7 
Comments due 12pm Mar 12 
Class meeting Mar 13 
 

• Bahney, Benjamin, and Patrick B. Johnston. 2017. “ISIS Could Rise Again: 
What Its Last Resurrection Says About Its Future in Iraq and Syria.” 
ForeignAffairs.com, December 15. 

• Brands, Hal, and Peter Feaver. 2017. “Trump and Terrorism: U.S. Strategy 
after ISIS.” Foreign Affairs 96(2):28-36. 

• Shaver, Andrew. 2015. “You’re More Likely to Be Fatally Crushed by 
Furniture Than Killed by a Terrorist. Washington Post, Nov 23. 

Week 7: Nuclear Proliferation 
Lecture posted Mar 14 
Comments due 12pm Mar 19 
Class meeting Mar 20 
 

• Shultz, George P., William J. Perry, Henry A. Kissinger, and Sam Nunn.  
2007.  “A World Free of Nuclear Weapons.” The Wall St. Journal, Jan 4. 

• Ulgen, Sinan. 2014. “The Case against Total Nuclear Disarmament.” 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, Aug 24.  

• Sagan, Scott D. 2017. “The Korean Missile Crisis: Why Deterrence Is Still 
the Best Option.” ForeignAffairs.com, Sep 10. 

Week 8: Midterm Exam  
No lecture or comments due 
Midterm in class on Mar 27 

No reading 

Note: We skip the week of March 28 – April 3 because of Spring Break.  
Week 9: Economic Globalization 
Lecture posted by Apr 4 
Comments due 12pm Apr 9 
Class meeting Apr 10 
 

• Bourguignon, François. 2015. “Inequality and Globalization.” Foreign 
Affairs, Dec 14.  

• Kristof, Nicholas D., and Sheryl WuDunn.  2000.  “Two Cheers for 
Sweatshops.”  New York Times Magazine, Sep 24. 

• Nixon, Ron.  2015.  “New Inspections for Catfish Stoke Debate Over 
Safety vs. Trade.”  New York Times, Nov 25. 

• Appelbaum, Binyamen. 2016. “Trump Is Breaking With 200 Years of 
Economic Orthodoxy on Trade.” New York Times, March 11. 
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Week 10: Backlash against Globalization 
Lecture posted Apr 11 
Comments due 12pm Apr 16 
Class meeting Apr 17 
Essay due 12pm Apr 20 

• Huntington, Samuel P. 1993. “The Clash of Civilizations?”  Foreign Affairs 
72(3):22-49. 

• Mahbubani, Kishore, and Lawrence H. Summers. 2016. “The Fusion of 
Civilizations: The Case for Global Optimism.” Foreign Affairs 95(3):126-
135. 

• Zakaria, Fareed. 2016. “Populism on the March: Why the West Is in 
Trouble.” ForeignAffairs.com, October 17. 

Week 11: Environmental Challenges and Cooperation 
Lecture posted Apr 18 
Comments due 12pm Apr 23 
Class meeting Apr 24 

• Mooney, Christ. 2014. “The 7 Psychological Reasons That Are Stopping 
Us from Acting on Climate Change.” Washington Post Blogs, December 
11. 

• Walsh, Brian. 2009.  “Do Rich Nations Owe Poor Ones a Climate Debt?” 
Time, Dec 10. 

• Additional reading TBD. 
Week 12: US-Russia Relations and Cyberwarfare 
Lecture posted Apr 25 
Comments due 12pm Apr 30 
Class meeting May 1 

• Rumer, Eugene, Richard Sokolsky, and Andrew S. Weiss. 2017. “Trump 
and Russia.” Foreign Affairs 96(2):12-19.  

• Nye, Joseph F. Jr. 2017. “Deterrence and Dissuasion in Cyberspace.”  
International Security 41(3):44-71. 

Week 13: US-China Relations 
Lecture posted May 2 
Comments due 12pm May 7 
Class meeting May 8 

• Subramanian, Arvind. 2011. “The Inevitable Superpower: Why China's 
Dominance Is a Sure Thing.” Foreign Affairs 90(5):66-78. 

• Babones, Salvatore. 2011. “The Middling Kingdom: The Hype and the 
Reality of China's Rise.” Foreign Affairs 90(5):79-88. 

Week 14: A Lonely Superpower? Should the US Scale Back? 
Lecture posted May 9 
Comments due 12pm May 14 
Class meeting May 15 
In addition to usual reading and 
lecture comments, comments in 
online discussion with 
Amsterdam students due 9am 
May 10 and 12pm May 14 
 

• Nye, Joseph S. Jr. 2004. “The Decline of America’s Soft Power.” Foreign 
Affairs 83(3):16-20. 

• Parent, Joseph M., and Paul K. MacDonald.  2011.  “The Wisdom of 
Retrenchment: America Must Cut Back to Move Forward.”  Foreign 
Affairs 90(6):32-47.  

• Brooks, Stephen G., G. John Ikenberry, and William C. Wohlforth. 2011. 
“Don’t Come Home America: The Case Against Retrenchment.” 
International Security 37(3):7-51. 

Week 15: Final Exam and Revised Essay 
Final exam day and time TBD. 
Revised essay due 12pm (noon) on May 24. 
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